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 Reports

Report-1 Chair's Report

 

 Presenter: Dr. Naccaman Williams

Report-2 Commissioner's Report 

 

 Presenter: Dr. Tom W. Kimbrell

Report-3 Recognition of Milken Award Winner - 2009

 In 1987, education pioneer Lowell Milken conceived and created the National Educator Awards program.  His main belief was—and 

is—that an effective way to advance the teaching profession is to reward educators’ achievements, enhance their resources, and 

expand their professional interests.   Arkansas was invited to participate in the Awards program in 1991.  Since that time 62 Arkansas 

educators have been named Milken Educators.  Today, we recognize the 2009 Arkansas Milken Educator recipient who was surprised 

with the announcement in November.   Our 2009 Milken Educator recipient is Telisa Hadley. 

 Presenter: Dr. Tom W. Kimbrell

Report-4 Report on Use of Time in Testing

 The Standards for Education and Psychological Testing defines standardization in test administration as “…maintaining a constant 

testing environment and conducting the test according to detailed rules and specifications, so that testing conditions are the same for all 

test takers.” (p. 182). Time is one constant in the test environment which helps to ensure a standardized testing administration across 

Arkansas in both the Benchmark and End of Course Examination Programs. It also strengthens testing security and confidentiality. 

Thirty states were surveyed regarding the use of time in large scale assessment. The Southern Regional Education Board (SREB) 

states and the 10 top-scoring states in the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) were selected. The testing programs 

generally fell into one of four categories regarding the use of time: timed tests; untimed tests; both timed and untimed tests; or 

suggested testing times. The findings are attached.  As a point of clarification regarding the reading standards in the Arkansas 

Curriculum Frameworks, there are fluency standards which establish an expected reading rate by grade level K-8. The State Board of 

Education has established the Proficient level of performance as grade level performance. A student who is reading on grade level has 

ample time to read and answer all questions on both the Benchmark Examinations and the Grade 11 Literacy Examination. These 

examinations have been designed with the expected fluency rates in mind. Also attached is a copy of the student learning expectations 

for reading with fluency from the Arkansas English Language Arts Framework.  

 Presenter: Dr. Gayle Potter

 Consent Agenda

C-1 Minutes December 2009

 



 Presenter: Dr. Charles Watson

C-2 Approval for Payment of Stipends and Expenses to Board Members

 Ark. Code Ann. § 25-16-904 provides that all State Boards and Commissions may authorize payment of a stipend to its members.  The 

Statute sets the stipend for the State Board of Education at $85.00 per day and provides for reimbursement of actual expenses for 

mileage and per diem consistent with State authorization.  By adoption of this item , the Board adopts payment of stipends and 

expenses for 2010 consistent with the statute. 

 Presenter: Dr. Naccaman Williams

C-3 Commitment to Principles of Desegregation Settlement Agreement: Report on the Execution 
of the Implementation Plan

 By the Court Order of December 1, 1993, the Arkansas Department of Education (ADE) is required to file a monthly Project 

Management Tool (PMT) to the court and the parties to assure its commitment to the Desegregation Plan. This report describes the 

progress the ADE has made since March 15, 1994, in complying with the provisions of the Implementation Plan (Plan) and itemizes the 

ADE's progress against the timelines presented in the Plan. The January report summarizes the PMT for December. 

 Presenter: Dr. Charity Smith Willie Morris

C-4 Newly Employed, Promotions and Separations

 The applicant data from this information is used to compile the Applicant Flow Chart forms for the Affirmative Action Report, which 

demonstrates the composition of applicants through the selecting, hiring, promoting and terminating process. 

 Presenter: Ms. Beverly Williams Ms. Clemetta Hood

C-5 Request of DeWitt School District to Move Its Membership from the Arkansas River Education 
Service Cooperative to the Southeast Education Service Cooperative

 The DeWitt School District is petitioning the State Board of Education (Board), pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1005, to move its 

membership from the Arkansas River Education Service Cooperative (in Pine Bluff) to the Southeast Education Service Cooperative (in 

Monticello). In granting the district’s petition, the Board would order that both Cooperatives boundaries be altered to reflect the 

movement of the district. 

The Attorney’s Office has reviewed the district’s petition, and finds it to be in compliance with all statutory requirements. 

 Presenter: Jeremy Lasiter /Tripp Walter

C-6 Report on Waivers to School Districts for Teachers Teaching Out of Area for Longer than 
Thirty (30) Days, Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-309

 Act 1623 of 2001 requires local school districts to secure a waiver when classrooms are staffed with unlicensed teachers for longer 

than 30 days. Waiver requests were received from 27 school districts covering a total of 59 teaching positions and six school districts 

requesting waivers for long-term substitute. None of these requests were from a district in academic distress. These requests have 

been reviewed, either approved or denied by Department Staff and are consistent with program guidelines.  

 Presenter: Beverly Williams

C-7 Request of KIPP Delta College Preparatory to Give Names to the Individual School Campuses 
and School Administrative Operations 

 KIPP Delta College Preparatory has submitted a letter to the Department requesting permission to give names (as specified in the 

letter) to its individual school campuses and school administrative operations. As the State Board of Education (Board) is the entity 

which is statutorily charged with issuing charters, Department staff felt that this request should be addressed by the Board. This request 

involves name changes only, and not any substantive changes to the charter. 

 Presenter: Dr. Mary Ann Brown

C-8 Consideration of Recommendation of the Professional Licensure Standards Board for a 
Written Warning on Case # T-09-042 – Staci Matthews 

 The Professional Licensure Standards Board's Sub-Committee on Ethics is recommending a written warning to Staci Matthews for 



violation of Standard 2: An educator maintains competence regarding skills, knowledge, and dispositions relating to his/her 

organizational position, subject matter, and/or pedagogical practice. 

 Presenter: Judy Kaye Mason

C-9 Consideration of Recommendation of the Professional Licensure Standards Board for 
Permanent Revocation of Teaching License on Case # 09-064 – Rebecca Harvey

 The Professional Licensure Standards Board's Sub-Committee on Ethics is recommending permanent revocation of teaching license 

for Rebecca Harvey for violation of Standard 1: An educator maintains a professional relationship with each student, both in and 

outside the classroom. 

 Presenter: Judy Kaye Mason

C-10 Consideration of Recommendation of the Professional Licensure Standards Board for One (1) 
Year Suspension of Teaching License and a Fine of $100 on Case # 09-034– Laura Gatlin

 The Professional Licensure Standards Board’s Sub-Committee on Ethics is recommending one (1) year suspension of teaching license 

and a fine of $100.00 for Laura Gatlin for violation of Standard 1: An educator maintains a professional relationship with each 

student, both in and outside the classroom and Standard 2: An educator maintains competence regarding skills, knowledge, 

and dispositions relating to his/her organizational position, subject matter, and/or pedagogical practice.

 Presenter: Judy Kaye Mason 

C-11 Consideration of Recommendation of the Professional Licensure Standards Board for a 
Written Reprimand and a Fine of $50.00 on Case # 09-040 – Betsy Reagan McCallum 

 The Professional Licensure Standards Board’s Sub-Committee on Ethics is recommending a written reprimand and a fine of $50.00 for 

Betsy Reagan McCallum for violation of Standard 3: An educator honestly fulfills reporting obligations associated with professional 

practices. 

 Presenter: Judy Kaye Mason

C-12 Consideration of Recommendation of the Professional Licensure Standards Board for a 
Written Reprimand and a Fine of $50 on Case # 09-053 – Mike Taylor

 The Professional Licensure Standards Board’s Sub-Committee on Ethics is recommending a written reprimand and a fine of $50.00 for 

Mike Taylor for violation of Standard 1: An educator maintains a professional relationship with each student, both in and 

outside the classroom and Standard 2: An educator maintains competence regarding skills, knowledge, and dispositions 

relating to his/her organizational position, subject matter, and/or pedagogical practice.

 Presenter: Judy Kaye Mason

C-13 Consideration of Recommendation of the Professional Licensure Standards Board for Two (2) 
year probation of Teaching License and a Fine of $75 on Case # 09-058 – Jimmie Davis

 The Professional Licensure Standards Board’s Sub-Committee on Ethics is recommending probation of teaching license for two (2) 

years and a fine of $75.00 for Jimmie Davis for violation of Standard 1: An educator maintains a professional relationship with each 

student, both in and outside the classroom.   

 Presenter: Judy Kaye Mason

C-14 Consideration of Recommendation of the Professional Licensure Standards Board for a 
Written Reprimand and a Fine of $50 for Case # 09-071 – Mary Woods

 The Professional Licensure Standards Board's Sub-Committee on Ethics is recommending a written reprimand and a $50 fine for Mary 

Woods for violation of Standard 1: An educator maintains a professional relationship with each student, both in and outside the 

classroom and Standard 5: An educator maintains integrity regarding the acceptance of any gratuity, gift, compensation or favor that 

might impair or appear to influence professional decisions or actions and shall refrain from using the educator’s position for personal 

gain. 

 Presenter: Judy Kaye Mason

C-15 Consideration of Recommendation of the Professional Licensure Standards Board for a 



Written Warning with Additional Training on Testing Procedures on Case # 09-072A – Brooke 
Williams

 The Professional Licensure Standards Board's Sub-Committee on Ethics is recommending a written warning and additional training on 

testing procedures for Brooke Williams for violation of Standard 2: An educator maintains competence regarding skills, knowledge, and 

dispositions relating to his/her organizational position, subject matter, and/or pedagogical practice and Standard 6: An educator keeps 

in confidence secure standardized test material as well as information about students and colleagues obtained in the course of 

professional service unless disclosure serves a professional purpose or is allowed or required by law. 

 Presenter: Judy Kaye Mason

C-16 Consideration of Recommendation of the Professional Licensure Standards Board for 
Additional Training on Testing Procedures for Case # 09-072B – Brett Gibson

 The Professional Licensure Standards Board's Sub-Committee on Ethics is recommending additional training on testing procedures for 

Brett Gibson for violation of Standard 2: An educator maintains competence regarding skills, knowledge, and dispositions relating to 

his/her organizational position, subject matter, and/or pedagogical practice and Standard 6: An educator keeps in confidence secure 

standardized test material as well as information about students and colleagues obtained in the course of professional service unless 

disclosure serves a professional purpose or is allowed or required by law. 

 Presenter: Judy Kaye Mason

C-17 Consideration of Recommendation of the Professional Licensure Standards Board for a 
Written Reprimand and a Fine of $50 on Case # 09-076 – Tammy Browne

 The Professional Licensure Standards Board's Sub-Committee on Ethics is recommending a written reprimand and a fine of $50 for 

Tammy Browne for violation of Standard 1: An educator maintains a professional relationship with each student, both in and outside the 

classroom. 

 Presenter: Judy Kaye Mason

C-18 Consideration of Recommendation of the Professional Licensure Standards Board for 
Probation of Teaching License for Three (3) Years, a Fine of $75.00 and Counseling or Rehab 
Services with Monitored Progress for Case # 09-077 – Layna Leach

 The Professional Licensure Standards Board's Sub-Committee on Ethics is recommending probation of teaching license for three (3) 

years and a fine of $75.00 as well as counseling or rehab services with monitored progress for Layna Leach for violation of Standard 1: 

An educator maintains a professional relationship with each student, both in and outside the classroom. 

 Presenter: Judy Kaye Mason

C-19 Consideration of Recommendation of the Professional Licensure Standards Board for 
Permanent Revocation of Teaching License of Case # 09-078 – Tyson Norsworthy

 The Professional Licensure Standards Board's Sub-Committee on Ethics is recommending Permanent Revocation of Teaching License 

of Tyson Norsworthy for violation of Standard 1: An educator maintains a professional relationship with each student, both in and 

outside the classroom. 

 Presenter: Judy Kaye Mason

C-20 Consideration of Recommendation of the Professional Licensure Standards Board for 
Probation of Teaching License for Two (2) Years, a Fine of $75 and Alcohol Counseling for 
Case # 10-022 – Peggy Scrivner

 The Professional Licensure Standards Board's Sub-Committee on Ethics is recommending probation of teaching license for two (2) 

years, a $75 fine and alcohol counseling for Peggy Scrivner for violation of Standard 7: An educator refrains from using, possessing 

and/or being under the influence of alcohol, tobacco, or unauthorized drugs while on school premises or at school-sponsored activities 

involving students. 

 Presenter: Judy Kaye Mason

C-21
Consideration of Recommendation of the Professional Licensure Standards Board for a 
Written Reprimand and a Fine of $50 as well as Additional Training on Testing Procedures for 



Case # T09-041 – Rose Austin

 The Professional Licensure Standards Board's Sub-Committee on Ethics is recommending a written reprimand, a $50 fine and 

additional training on testing procedures for Rose Austin for violation of Standard 2: An educator maintains competence regarding 

skills, knowledge, and dispositions relating to his/her organizational position, subject matter, and/or pedagogical practice and Standard 

6: An educator keeps in confidence secure standardized test material as well as information about students and colleagues obtained in 

the course of professional service unless disclosure serves a professional purpose or is allowed or required by law. 

 Presenter: Judy Kaye Mason

C-22 Consideration of Recommendation of the Professional Licensure Standards Board for a 
Written Warning on Case # T09-044 – Katie Saddler

 The Professional Licensure Standards Board's Sub-Committee on Ethics is recommending a written warning for Katie Sadler for 

violation of Standard 6: An educator keeps in confidence secure standardized test material as well as information about students and 

colleagues obtained in the course of professional service unless disclosure serves a professional purpose or is allowed or required by 

law. 

 Presenter: Judy Kaye Mason

C-23 Consideration of Recommendation of the Professional Licensure Standards Board for a 
Written Warning and Additional Training on Testing Procedures for Case # T09-017 – Barbara 
Butler

 The Professional Licensure Standards Board's Sub-Committee on Ethics is recommending  a written warning and additional training on 

testing procedures for Barbara Butler for violation of Standard 2: An educator maintains competence regarding skills, knowledge, and 

dispositions relating to his/her organizational position, subject matter, and/or pedagogical practice and Standard 6: An educator keeps 

in confidence secure standardized test material as well as information about students and colleagues obtained in the course of 

professional service unless disclosure serves a professional purpose or is allowed or required by law. 

 Presenter: Judy Kaye Mason

C-24 Consideration of Recommendation of the Professional Licensure Standards Board for a 
Written Reprimand and a Fine of $50 as well as Additional Training on Testing Procedures for 
Case # T09-037 – Tanna Rogers

 The Professional Licensure Standards Board's Sub-Committee on Ethics is recommending a written reprimand, a $50 fine and 

additional training on testing procedures for Tanna Rogers for violation of Standard 2: An educator maintains competence regarding 

skills, knowledge, and dispositions relating to his/her organizational position, subject matter, and/or pedagogical practice and Standard 

6: An educator keeps in confidence secure standardized test material as well as information about students and colleagues obtained in 

the course of professional service unless disclosure serves a professional purpose or is allowed or required by law. 

 Presenter: Judy Kaye Mason

 Action Agenda

A-1 Consider Removal of Decatur School District from Fiscal Distress Classification and State 
Control (reconstitution) effective October 1, 2010

 The Decatur School District was classified in Fiscal Distress for 2008-2009 school year. The Department has conducted site visits, off-

site assistance, and analysis of the financial status of the Decatur School District. The Department is reporting that the Decatur School 

District has currently corrected all criteria for being removed from Fiscal Distress. The Department recommends the Decatur School 

District be removed from Fiscal Distress and state control (reconstitution) effective October 1, 2010, (after a school board is elected and 

receives training). Upon the Board’s approval of the Department’s recommendation and in compliance with Ark.Code Ann. § 6-20-1908 

(c), the Department will certify in writing to the Decatur School District that the school district has corrected all criteria for being 

classified as being in Fiscal Distress and has complied with all the department recommendations and requirements for removal from 

Fiscal Distress. Subsequent to a district receiving this notice of compliance, the district may petition the State Board for removal from 

Fiscal Distress status. Included in this item is a letter from the Decatur School District petitioning the State Board for removal from 

Fiscal Distress status. 

 Presenter: Bill Goff



A-2 Consider Removal of Greenland School District from Fiscal Distress Classification and State 
Control (reconstitution) Effective October 1, 2010

 The Greenland School District was classified in Fiscal Distress for 2008-2009 school year. The Department has conducted site visits, 

off-site assistance, and analysis of the financial status of the Greenland School District. The Department is reporting that the Greenland 

School District has currently corrected all criteria for being removed from Fiscal Distress and State Control (reconstitution). The 

Department recommends that the Greenland School District be removed from Fiscal Distress and State Control (reconstitution) 

effective October 1, 2010 (after a school board is elected and receives training). Upon the Board’s approval of the Department’s 

recommendation and in compliance with Ark. Code Ann. § 6-20-1908 (c), the Department will certify in writing to the Greenland School 

District that the school district has corrected all criteria for being classified as being in Fiscal Distress and has complied with all the 

department recommendations and requirements for removal from Fiscal Distress. Subsequent to a district receiving this notice of 

compliance, the district may petition the State Board for removal from Fiscal Distress status. Included in this item is a letter from the 

Greenland School District petitioning the State Board for removal from Fiscal Distress status. 

 Presenter: Bill Goff

A-3 Review of Probationary Status of Twin Rivers School District for Failing to Meet Standards for 
Accreditation for Two (2) Consecutive Years

 Contact was made with Twin Rivers School District by the Standards Assurance Unit during December 16-18, 2009, to set up a 

meeting within the upcoming holiday vacation period. The Standards Assurance Unit was told that all the administration would be gone 

during that time. 

 

Twin Rivers School District cancelled school on January 4-5, 2010, due to the weather. No one answered the phone in the district office 

on January 4th or 5th when the Standards Assurance Unit called to inform them that a team would be at the district office at 9:00 a.m. 

on January 6, 2010. 

 

A verbal report will be presented at the January Board meeting to cover progress at the meetings between ADE and Twin Rivers on 

January 6-8, 2010.  

 Presenter: Frank Wimer

A-4 Consideration of Conditions Imposed Upon Open-Enrollment Charter: Urban Collegiate Public 
Charter School for Young Men, Little Rock, Arkansas

 At its meeting of December 19, 2009, the State Board of Education (Board) granted an open-enrollment charter to the Urban Collegiate 

Public Charter School for Young Men. The Board placed two (2) conditions upon the charter: at least 80% of the new enrollees each 

year must:  1.) qualify for free or reduced meals, and 2.) be performing at basic level or below on the Arkansas Benchmark 

examinations.  

The Chairman of the Board requested that this issue be placed on the Board’s Agenda for further consideration. 

 Presenter: Dr. Mary Ann Brown

A-5 Hearing of District Conversion Public Charter School Application and ADE Review: Cloverdale 
Aerospace Technology Conversion Charter Middle School – Little Rock School District 

 Cloverdale Aerospace Technology Conversion Charter Middle School is a proposed district conversion public charter school to be 

located within the Little Rock School District in Little Rock, Arkansas. Students in grades 6-8 would be served with a proposed 

enrollment of 705 students. The proposed facility is located at 6300 Hinkson Road, Little Rock, Arkansas. The District’s School Board 

approved the proposed district conversion charter application. 

Staff members from several sections of the Arkansas Department of Education reviewed the application. Evaluation concerns and 

comments were then mailed to the applicant for response. The applicant responded to the ADE evaluation in writing. Copies of the 

application, the ADE evaluation and the written response by the applicant have been included for review by the State Board of 

Education. 

The applicant is requesting to be granted a District Conversion Charter from the State Board of Education. 



 Presenter: Dr. Mary Ann D. Brown 

A-6 Hearing of District Conversion Public Charter School Application and ADE Review: Harris 
Science and Health Elementary Charter – Pulaski County Special School District

 Harris Science and Health Elementary Charter is a proposed district conversion public charter school to be located within the Pulaski 

County Special School District in North Little Rock, Arkansas. Students in grades K-5 would be served with a proposed enrollment of 

500 students. The proposed facility is located at 4424 Highway 161 North, North Little Rock, Arkansas. The District’s School Board 

approved the proposed district conversion charter application. 

Staff members from several sections of the Arkansas Department of Education reviewed the application. Evaluation concerns and 

comments were then mailed to the applicant for response. The applicant responded to the ADE evaluation in writing. Copies of the 

application, the ADE evaluation and the written response by the applicant have been included for review by the State Board of 

Education. 

The applicant is requesting to be granted a District Conversion Charter from the State Board of Education. 

 Presenter: Dr. Mary Ann D. Brown

A-7 Hearing of District Conversion Public Charter School Application and ADE Review: Lincoln 
Middle Academy of Excellence – Forrest City School District 

 Lincoln Middle Academy of Excellence is a proposed district conversion public charter school to be located within the Forrest City 

School District in Forrest City, Arkansas. Students in grades 5-6 would be served with a proposed enrollment of 524 students. The 

proposed facility is located at 149 Water Street, Forrest City, Arkansas. The District’s School Board approved the proposed district 

conversion charter application.  

Staff members from several sections of the Arkansas Department of Education reviewed the application. Evaluation concerns and 

comments were then mailed to the applicant for response. The applicant responded to the ADE evaluation in writing. Copies of the 

application, the ADE evaluation and the written response by the applicant have been included for review by the State Board of 

Education. 

The applicant is requesting to be granted a District Conversion Charter from the State Board of Education. 

 Presenter: Dr. Mary Ann D. Brown

A-8 Hearing of District Conversion Public Charter School Application and ADE Review: STAR 
Academy – Pulaski County Special School District

 STAR Academy is a proposed district conversion public charter school to be located within the Pulaski County Special School District in 

Jacksonville, Arkansas. Students in grades 8-9 would be served with a proposed enrollment of 80 students. The proposed facility is 

located at 201 Sharp Street, Jacksonville, Arkansas. The District’s School Board approved the proposed district conversion charter 

application. 

Staff members from several sections of the Arkansas Department of Education reviewed the application. Evaluation concerns and 

comments were then mailed to the applicant for response. The applicant responded to the ADE evaluation in writing. Copies of the 

application, the ADE evaluation and the written response by the applicant have been included for review by the State Board of 

Education. 

The applicant is requesting to be granted a District Conversion Charter from the State Board of Education. 

 Presenter: Dr. Mary Ann D. Brown

A-9 Consideration for Final Approval: Proposed Application for Open Enrollment, District 
Conversion and Limited Charter Schools 

 On July 13, 2009 the State Board approved for public comment Proposed Rules Governing Public Charter Schools and Applications. 

On August 21, 2009, a public hearing was held at the Department, with ten people in attendance. No comments were made regarding 

the application forms. After a review of applications, the Charter School Unit presented these recommendations to the State Board on 



December 14, 2009, and has made the necessary changes as per members of the State Board. The Arkansas Department of 

Education is requesting final approval from the State Board of Education on the Application for Open Enrollment, District Conversion 

and Limited Charter Schools 

 Presenter: Dr. Mary Ann D. Brown 

A-10 Consideration for Final Approval: Rules Governing the College Preparatory Enrichment 
Program (CPEP)

 These rules were approved by the State Board to be released for public comment on May 11, 2009. A public hearing on the rules was 

held on November 23, 2009. One (1) person attended the hearing and made comments. One written comment was received. A 

summary of the comments received is attached. The public comments resulted in changes to Sections 8.03, 9.02, and 10.02 of the 

rules. A copy of the Ark. Code Ann. § 6-16-604, which sets forth the statutory requirements of the CPEP, is also attached. 

 Presenter: Dr. Gayle Potter
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Minutes 

State Board of Education 

Monday, December 14, 2009 

 

The State Board of Education met on Monday, December 14, 2009, in the Auditorium of the State 

Education Building.  Dr. Naccaman Williams, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 

The following Board members were present: Dr. Naccaman Williams, Chairman; Jim Cooper, Vice-

Chairman; Sherry Burrow; Brenda Gullett; Sam Ledbetter; Alice Mahony; Dr. Ben Mays and Toyce 

Newton. 

 

No members were absent.  There is one vacant position on the Board. 

 

Chair’s Report 

 

Dr. Williams noted the recent death of former Senator and Representative Jodie Mahony, who was a 

strong advocate for education and for children during his tenure in the Arkansas General Assembly and 

beyond. 

 

Dr. Williams commented on the following: 

≠ Attended meeting in northwest Arkansas to share the Arkansas proposal for the Race to the Top 

Grant, which was held at the Northwest Arkansas Regional Service Cooperative.  He 

commended the Department staff on the presentation and noted the large attendance that 

included local school officials, teachers and community members.  Dr. Williams also reported on 

the breadth of services and technology resources currently available to schools in the 

Cooperative service region. 

≠ Visited Parkview Magnet High School and conference with the new principal.   

≠ Visited the KIPP Charter School in Helena.  Reports continuing to be impressed with the 

programs provided through KIPP. 

 

Commissioner’s Report 

 

Dr. Kimbrell commented on the following: 

≠ Regional meetings to present Race to the Top proposal and commended the work of ADE staff 

and others on their work that was done in a very short time.  He noted this was a great 

opportunity for Arkansas to advance education reform across the state.  He advised that a 

Memorandum of Understanding would be sent to districts for completion and return by January 

4.  He stated that the short time to get this accomplished is required to meet the national 

submission deadline for the proposal. 

≠ Reported on School Improvement Grants in the amount $40 plus million to be used by schools 

at the bottom of the school improvement ranking. 

≠ Noted momentum and national discussion regarding the Common National Standards work.  

Stated that he would be accompanying three Board members to Jacksonville, FL, on January 11, 

2010, for a conference hosted by the National Association of State Boards of Education. 
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Reports 

 

Dr. Kimbrell recognized Mike Mertens, Interim Executive Secretary, Arkansas Association of Educational 

Administrators, who introduced Dr. Matt McClure as 2009 State School Superintendent of the Year.  Dr. 

McClure, superintendent of the Cross County School District, addressed the Board. 

 

Dr. Gayle Potter was recognized to present 2008 Presidential Awardee for Excellence in Mathematics 

and Science Teaching (PAEMST) and the state finalists for 2009 for the PAEMST recognition. 

 

2008 – Monica Norwood – Elementary Mathematics, Romine Intermediate School, Little Rock School 

District 

 

2009 – Ginny Chambliss – Secondary Science – Rison High School 

2009 – Karen Ladd – Secondary Science – Nettleton High School 

2009 – Linda Shoff – Secondary Science – Pottsville Junior High School 

2009 – Loraine Darwin – Secondary Mathematics – Cabot High School 

 

Jim Boardman was recognized to provide a status report and update – Project EAST 

 

Matt Dozier, EAST CEO, and Dr. Al Simon, external evaluator provided documentation supporting that 

students who participate in the EAST program tend to out-perform other students on the Arkansas 

Benchmark and standardized exams.  Students representing school projects summarized work of EAST 

students and highlighted the type of local projects in which students participate. 

 

Consent Agenda 

 

Ms. Burrow moved approval of the Consent Agenda as presented.  Ms. Mahony seconded the motion.  

The motion was adopted unanimously. 

 

≠ Minutes: November 9 and 10, 2009 

≠ Adoption of State Board of Education Meeting Dates for Calendar Year 2010 

≠ Newly Employed, Promotions and Separations 

≠ Commitment to Principles of Desegregation Settlement Agreement: Report on the Execution of 

the Implementation Plan 

≠ Review of Loan and Bond Applications 

≠ Report on Waivers to School Districts for Teachers Teaching Out of Area for Longer than Thirty 

(30) Days, Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-309 

 

Action Agenda 

 

Continuation of Consideration of Open-Enrollment Charter Application Appeal and ADE Review: Little 

Rock Urban Collegiate Public Charter School for Young Men, Little Rock, AR 

 

Dr. Mary Ann Brown was recognized to present this item.  Dr. Brown stated that questions remaining 

from the previous discussion would be addressed by ADE attorney Jeremy Lassiter and Scott Richardson 

from the Attorney General’s Office.   
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Ms. Gullett expressed concern that opinions from the various resources tend to vary and she expressed 

the question as to who is right and who should be the Board’s primary resource.  Mr. Richardson 

commented that some of the issues are not firm and there is room for interpretation, which is what he 

perceives as the Board’s responsibility in hearing the discussion and making a final decision.   

 

Mr. Ledbetter noted that one of – if not the – major issue is the potential negative impact on 

desegregation in the three school districts in Pulaski County.   He projected that should the application 

be approved and in two years it is determined that there has been a negative impact on desegregation, 

is that evidence sufficient to revoke the charter at that time.  Mr. Richardson stated that in the next few 

months there will be a trial to determine the overall desegregation status and following that trial many 

of the unanswered or problem issues will be settled.  He stated that no one can predict the outcome of 

the trial that will occur.  Mr. Lassiter commented that should the application be approved but the 

enrollment projections and expectations do not materialize it may not be an issue as long as the school 

districts are declared unitary.  He continued that if the districts are declared unitary, then we don’t 

believe there is a problem and we have acted in keeping with the law.  Mr. Richards then added that 

when the court declares the districts unitary, there is no more reason for the state to interfere. 

 

Dr. Mays observed that if this application hearing were to occur a year from now would the decisions be 

less complex in terms of desegregation.  Mr. Richardson responded that a year from now would make 

the decisions more clear. 

 

Dr. Mays commented that he does not believe he has sufficient information regarding the proposal: he 

only knows one name – Ms. Jackson.  He stated he does not know about her educational background 

and seemingly no other staff members have been identified.  He suggested that cleaning up the 

application and bringing it back in a year would be preferred. 

 

Ms. Gullett asked Mr. Richardson if the question of the school’s desegregation status cannot be 

answered at this time.  Mr. Richardson responded that the response is more complicated today than it 

may be a year from now. 

 

Mr. Cooper asked for clarification as to the nature of the questioning.  Dr. Williams responded that this 

was an opportunity to hear from the attorneys and to get questions answered.  Dr. Williams also 

pointed out that if the school is approved it will not become operational until the fall 2010. 

 

Ms. Burrow observed that the application is for a total of 696 as the upper limit of enrollment.  She 

asked if this number of students could impact the desegregation of the districts in Pulaski County.  Mr. 

Richardson responded that this is essentially the question that is before the Board: one argument he 

opined could help the racial balance in Little Rock while another could argue that it negatively impacts 

the Little Rock District as well. 

 

Mr. Cooper suggested that the Majority to Minority (M to M) transfers are at question and may be the 

major issue under consideration.  He stated it was his belief that allowing this charter school would have 

a positive impact on the Little Rock District.  He asked Mr. Richardson if the judge could say otherwise.  

Mr. Richardson responded that that is essentially the Board’s decision at this point and there are good 

points on both sides: he has no indication of how the judge may rule. 

 

Ms. Gullett observed that this is proposed as an open enrollment and there is no way to control who 

applies and is granted admission to the school.  Ms. Gullett asked if a weighted lottery would help 
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resolve the attendance issue.  Mr. Lassiter responded that he did not think a lottery would help manage 

the applicant pool and that the school cannot turn away applicants based on race. 

 

Ms. Jackson interjected that she was trying to do what was right and wanted to make a difference for 

the students who would be served by the school. 

 

Dr. Williams asked the developer to describe the potential applicant pool.  Ms. Jackson noted that she 

and others working with her did research in two zip code areas where they believe most of the students 

reside.  She stated that they interviewed students and parents and tallied the results of who might 

attend and asked for the school currently attended.  She noted that responses were provided in the 

background documentation. 

 

Ms. Newton expressed concern for the transportation of at-risk or needy students.  She observed that 

her experience is that transportation is a major issue and the potential for a successful experience with 

mass public transportation is not likely.  She also expressed concern for the documented leadership at 

the school.  She commented that funds are not adequate to accomplish what is proposed in the 

application.  She also asked about staff for training potential teachers and school staff.  Ms. Jackson 

identified Dr. Fitz Hill, Arkansas Baptist College; Steve Stressel, principal Catholic High and Dr. Horton, a 

consultant from New York.  Ms. Gullett asked who would coordinate this effort.  Ms. Jackson stated that 

it would be Dr. Horton. 

 

Mr. Cooper asked about counseling services and alternative learning environment services.  Ms. Jackson 

stated that the school would employ a counselor and that the entire project should be considered an 

alternative learning environment.  Ms. Mahony asked about student counseling and Ms. Jackson 

responded that all teachers would assume some counseling responsibilities and that all faculty would be 

trained in intervention strategies. 

 

Dr. Mays asked about individuals proposed to serve on the Board.  Ms Jackson stated that a list was 

submitted with the December 3 document.  Dr. Kimbrell stated that some staffing cannot be fully 

resolved until the charter is granted and the Board is in place. 

 

Dr. Mays commented on the proposition from the Little Rock District that if the charter were funded, it 

should be done with enrollment limitations of 80% from free and reduced price meals and with students 

who perform at the basic or below basic level(s) on the Benchmark exams. 

 

Mr. Ledbetter asked for the opportunity for representatives from the Little Rock District to present or 

respond to the comments.  Mr. Clay Findley represented the Little Rock District. 

 

Mr. Cooper moved for approval of the charter.  Ms. Burrow seconded the motion.  Ms. Newton stated 

that the application was too vague and she thinks there should be at least some stipulations as allowed 

by law. 

 

Ms. Gullett expressed concern that the Board of Directors was less than representative.  She proposed 

to amend the motion to approve for one year to be followed by review and follow up on the concerns 

expressed in the application.  Dr. Williams expressed that the ability to hire staff for one year might 

deter hiring quality individuals. 

 



5 

 

Mr. Lassiter opined that the law requires any approved open enrollment charter must be approved for 

five years – one year is not an option under the law. 

 

Ms. Gullett withdrew the amendment.  Ms. Gullett stated that if approved then the Board should 

require a complete review after one year that might be followed by any action allowed by law.  Mr. 

Cooper moved to amend the motion to conduct a program review at the end of one year to include 

submission of any documentation regarding administration and other questions that may not be 

obvious at this time.  Dr. Mays seconded the amendment to the motion. 

 

Voice vote on the amendment passed unanimously.   

 

Dr. Mays proposed a second amendment to the motion that would require that 80% of the enrollment 

be from students documented as to free or reduced price meals and/or score at the Basic or Below Basic 

level on the Arkansas Benchmark Exam(s).  The amendment was seconded by Ms. Newton.  Mr. Cooper 

observed that our job next year will be to see that they adhere to the conditions during the review.  The 

amendment to the motion was adopted 5 yes 2 no (Cooper and Burrow voted no.) 

 

The motion to approve with amendments requiring a program review at the end of one year and to 

require that 80% of the enrollment be from students identified as free or reduced lunch or achieving as 

basic or below basic on the state benchmark exams was adopted unanimously.   

 

Consideration for Final Approval: Proposed Amendments to Application Documents for Open 

Enrollment, District Conversion and Limited Charter Schools 

 

After a short discussion regarding alignment of the proposed forms with the Charter School Rule, the 

Chair recommended that this deliberation on this item be tabled until discrepancies can be resolved.  

Ms. Mahony moved to table.  Mr. Cooper seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted unanimously. 

 

Request for Charter Amendment of District Conversion Public Charter School: Cabot Academic Center 

of Excellence, Cabot, Arkansas 

 

Dr. Mary Ann Brown was recognized to present this item.  Dr. Brown stated that the Cabot School 

District requested the relocation of the facility to better accommodate the students and programming 

of the charter school.  Michelle Evans represented the Cabot School District and affirmed that the 

relocation would allow for an increase in the total enrollment of the school up to approximately 500 

students.   

 

Mr. Cooper moved adoption of the proposal.  Dr. Mays seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted 

unanimously. 

 

Consideration for Adoption: Resolution Arkansas School Board Member Recognition 

 

Mr. Dan Farley, Executive Secretary, Arkansas School Boards’ Association was recognized to present this 

item.  Mr. Farley stated that the resolution was offered as a way to recognize citizens from local school 

districts who are elected to  serve as local school board members.  He also noted that this recognition 

would coincide with the designation January 24-30, 2010, as Local School Board Member Recognition 

Week by Governor Beebe. 
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Mr. Ledbetter moved adoption.  Mr. Cooper seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted 

unanimously. 

 

Consideration for Adoption: Academic Merit Resolution 

 

Dr. Charity Smith was recognized to present this item.  Dr. Smith stated that 38 Arkansas High Schools 

have received recognition from ACT Testing Company regarding the increase in student performance on 

the ACT test while increasing the percentage of students taking the ACT test.  Dr. Smith requested that 

the Board officially recognize the academic performance of these schools through this resolution. 

 

Ms. Mahony moved approval of the resolution.  Ms. Gullett seconded the motion.  The motion was 

adopted unanimously. 

 

Arkansas Better Chance 2009-2010 Funding Recommendations 

 

Jamie Morrison was recognized to present this item.  Ms. Morrison stated that the proposed grant 

awards are recommended based on Agency review and approval. 

 

Ms. Gullett moved approval as presented.  Ms. Mahony seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted 

unanimously. 

 

Total grant award for this action: $368,625. 

 

Request for Termination of Arkansas Better Chance Grant with Sunrise Child Development Center 

Effective Immediately 

 

Jamie Morrison reported that this item was being removed from consideration. 

 

 Consideration for Approval: Proposed Emergency Rules Governing Revisions to the Arkansas 

Comprehensive Testing, Assessment and Accountability Program 

 

Dr. Gayle Potter was recognized to present this item.  Dr. Potter stated that in addition to adopting the 

update in the scoring tables, she requested that the rule be adopted with an emergency clause due to 

the nearness of the time when spring testing and grading would occur.  Ms. Mahony stated that it has 

come to her attention that many children reportedly do not perform well on the literacy portion of the 

test due to the time limitations imposed because students simply cannot finish the test in the amount of 

allotted time.  She also observed that in states adjacent to Arkansas at least near her area of the state 

do not impose time limitation on their mandated testing.  Dr. Kimbrell stated that Arkansas testing 

policy is implemented as proposed and adopted by the U.S. Department of Education pursuant to No 

Child Left Behind.  He asked Dr. Potter if this was something that Arkansas can reconsider for future 

actions.  Dr. Potter responded that one of the complaints of the testing program was the amount of 

time required.  She observed that making the test untimed would definitely add more to the time 

element for testing.   

 

Mr. Cooper questioned the need for emergency status.  Dr. Potter responded that getting the scale 

scores in the rule is critical especially for the Algebra I because of the requirement for passing the test 

before students get credit for the course, which goes into effect this school year. 
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Dr. Williams requested that Dr. Potter research the options for removing the time limits on the 

Benchmark Exams, especially in literacy, and report back to the Board in January. 

 

Mr. Ledbetter moved approval of the proposed rule with the emergency clause.  Ms. Gullett seconded 

the motion.  Mr. Cooper asked if the Department had received any comment regarding the emergency 

clause for the rule.  Dr. Potter responded that her office had not received any comment regarding the 

rule.  The motion to approve was adopted unanimously. 

 

Consideration for Final Approval:  Proposed Rules Governing Access to Public School Information on 

Comprehensive School Improvement Plans 

 

Tripp Walter presented this item for Dr. Alice Rose.  Mr. Walter stated that the revisions to rules was 

required by changes in legislation from the last session.  He noted that a public hearing was conducted 

and comments received were considered in the final draft. 

 

Mr. Cooper moved final adoption.  Ms. Burrow seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted 

unanimously. 

 

Consideration for Final Approval: Proposed Revisions to the Rules Governing the Calculation of 

Miscellaneous Funds 

 

Bill Goff was recognized to present this item.  Mr. Goff stated that a public hearing was conducted on 

October 22, 2009, with comments from those attending being considered in the final draft. 

 

Mr. Cooper moved for final approval.  Ms. Newton seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted 

unanimously. 

 

Request for Approval for Public Comment:  Proposed Rules Governing Appeals Involving Student 

Residency Disputes Between School Districts 

 

Jeremy Lassiter was recognized to present this item.  Mr. Lassiter stated that the rules under 

consideration were drafted in response to legislation and are intended to provide guidance when 

matters of school choice and transfers are disputed.  Also, Mr. Lassiter requested that the rules be 

approved with emergency status because of the January legislative session.  Mr. Ledbetter asked if 

comments from local districts were incorporated in the proposed draft.  Mr. Lassiter responded yes.  Mr. 

Cooper asked if comment from the Arkansas Activities Association (AAA) had been received.  Mr. 

Lassiter responded, not at this time.  Mr. Cooper asked for clarification on the appeal procedures in the 

rule.  Dr. Kimbrell responded that the intent of the rule is to help resolve issues between two districts.  

He commented that when parents disagree with a ruling, they have the option of a hearing before the 

State Board of Education. 

 

Mr. Cooper moved approval with emergency provisions included.  Ms. Mahony seconded the motion.  

The motion was adopted unanimously. 

 

Classification of Districts in Fiscal Distress 

 

Bill Goff was recognized to present this item.  Mr. Goff stated that conditions in three districts: Forrest 

City, Wicks and Yellville-Summit warrant classification of districts in fiscal distress.  He affirmed that each 
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of these districts had been contacted by the Department and that no appeal of the recommendation 

was received.  Mr. Goff stated that the primary reason for the classification was the amount of declining 

balance over the past three years. 

 

Forrest City:  Mr. Cooper moved classification of the Forrest City School District in fiscal distress.  Ms. 

Newton seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted unanimously. 

 

Wicks: Ms. Gullett moved classification of the Wicks School District in fiscal distress.  Ms. Mahony 

seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted unanimously. 

 

Yellville-Summit:  Ms. Burrow moved classification of the Yellville-Summit School District in fiscal 

distress.  Ms. Mahony seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted unanimously. 

 

Review of Probationary Status of Fordyce High School for Failing to Meet all Standards for 

Accreditation for Two (2) Consecutive Years 

 

Frank Wimer was recognized to present this item.  Mr. Wimer reported that the following nine items 

relate to schools that have failed to meet accreditation standards for the past two consecutive years and 

as a result Department Rules require that the Board adopt a plan whereby the deficiencies will be 

removed prior to the next accreditation report.  He stated that the Department staff have been in 

contact with the schools and corrective actions are in place or have been agreed to by each school.  Mr. 

Wimer also stated that ADE staff would visit each school site prior to February and a follow-up report 

would be provided to the Board. 

 

Ms. Gullett moved that the Department plan for removing the stated deficiencies be adopted.  Mr. 

Cooper seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted unanimously. 

 

Review of Probationary Status of Hamburg High School for Failing to Meet all Standards for 

Accreditation for Two (2) Consecutive Years 

 

Mr. Cooper moved that the Department plan for removing the stated deficiencies be adopted.  Ms. 

Mahony seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted unanimously. 

 

Review of Probationary Status of Hope High School for Failing to Meet all Standards for Accreditation 

for Two (2) Consecutive Years 

 

Dr. Mays moved that the Department plan for removing the stated deficiencies be adopted.  Ms. 

Newton seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted unanimously. 

 

Review of Probationary Status of Hughes High School for Failing to Meet all Standards for 

Accreditation for Two (2) Consecutive Years 

 

Ms. Burrow moved that the Department plan for removing the stated deficiencies be adopted.  Ms. 

Mahony seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted unanimously. 

 

Review of Probationary Status of Osceola – Academic Center of Excellence Charter School for Failing 

to Meet all Standards for Accreditation for Two (2) Consecutive Years 
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Ms. Newton moved that the Department plan for removing the stated deficiencies be adopted.  Ms. 

Gullett seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted unanimously. 

 

Review of Probationary Status of Northwood Middle School (Pulaski County Special School District) 

for Failing to Meet all Standards for Accreditation for Two (2) Consecutive Years 

 

Mr. Cooper moved that the Department plan for removing the stated deficiencies be adopted.  Ms. 

Gullett seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted unanimously. 

 

Review of Probationary Status of Rector High School for Failing to Meet all Standards for Accreditation 

for Two (2) Consecutive Years 

 

Ms. Mahony moved that the Department plan for removing the stated deficiencies be adopted.  Mr. 

Cooper seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted unanimously. 

 

Review of Probationary Status of Williford Elementary School and Williford High School for Failing to 

Meet all Standards for Accreditation for Two (2) Consecutive Years 

 

Mr. Wimer stated that this district had a recent change of leadership and that communications with the 

district are improved and progress toward removing the deficiencies is underway.  David Gillilind was 

introduced as the new superintendent of the Twin Rivers District, which includes the Williford schools.  

Mr. Gilliland.  Mr. Cooper noted that it was highly unusual that the type of staff deficiencies would go 

unresolved for this amount of time.  Mr. Cooper asked the superintendent if he would welcome 

technical assistance from the Department as a means of focusing on the issues noted with accreditation 

of both of these schools.  Mr. Gilliland responded yes, assistance would be welcome. 

 

Dr. Mays moved to table consideration on this recommendation until the January Board meeting and in 

the mean time Department technical assistance visit will be scheduled.  Ms. Newton seconded the 

motion.  The motion was adopted unanimously. 

 

 Review of Probationary Status of Yellville-Summit High School for Failing to Meet all Standards for 

Accreditation for Two (2) Consecutive Years 

 

Dr. Williams inquired if technical assistance should be provided to this district.  Dr. Kimbrell responded 

that a new administration was in place and appears to be making the type of changes in the district that 

will rectify the recent problems noted.  Dr. Mays observed that a recent report on athletics expenditures 

records that this school spent $548 per student.  He stated that this expenditure amount would equate 

to $5480 per participant in athletics assuming about 10% of the student body participates in the 

athletics program. 

 

Ms. Mahony moved that the Department plan for removing the stated deficiencies be adopted.  Ms. 

Gullett seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted unanimously. 

 

Hearing on Waiver Request for Teaching License – Leroy Edwards, Jr. 

 

Jennifer Flinn was recognized to present this item.  Ms. Flinn stated that Mr. Edwards was seeking 

licensure through the non-traditional program and that the background check found a previous 

conviction, which disqualifies him from being issued a license.  She indicated that Mr. Edwards was 
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petitioning the Board for a waiver.  Mr. Edwards was present and wished to address the Board.  Mr. 

Edwards described situations in his past, which included a physical injury that led him to the use of 

alcohol and drugs to alleviate physical pain.  He described incidents and resulted in arrest and 

subsequent conviction.  Since being released from probation he entered school and is pursuing licensure 

to work in middle schools.  Arthur Tucker, superintendent of the Dollarway School District spoke for Mr. 

Edwards.  He stated that he cannot condone the past, but he affirmed that for the past year he has 

worked on a part time basis as a substitute teacher and has done a good job especially relating to a sub-

population of students.  Mr. Tucker stated that if licensed he would consider him for employment in the 

Dollarway District.  Ms. Burrow asked if Mr. Tucker were aware of the past background of Mr. Edwards 

when he began working in the district.  Mr. Tucker responded yes. 

 

Ms. Newton moved to approve the waiver.  Mr. Cooper asked to amend the motion by attaching some 

stipulations: three (3) probationary licensure status with the understanding that any violation of the 

Code of Ethics or a felony charge would automatically revoke the license.  Dr. Mays seconded the 

amended motion.  The amended motion was adopted unanimously. 

 

Ms. Mahony moved adjournment.  Ms. Gullett seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted 

unanimously. 

 

The meeting adjourned at  3:00 PM. 

 

These Minutes were recorded and reported by Dr. Charles D. Watson. 



ADE’S PROJECT MANAGEMENT TOOL EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

DECEMBER 31, 2009 
 

This document summarizes the progress that ADE has made in complying with the provisions of the 
Implementation Plan during the month of December 2009. 
   

IMPLEMENTATION PHASE 

ACTIVITY 
PMT EXECUTIVE SUMMARY AS OF 

DECEMBER 31, 2009 

I. Financial Obligation As of November 30, 2009, State Foundation Funding payments paid 
for FY 09/10 totaled $20,304,606 to LRSD, $12,331,396 to NLRSD, 
and $15,625,036 to PCSSD.  On September 10, 2009, changes were 
made in the expense per child to $8,212 per court order. The final 
Magnet payment for FY 08/09 was $511,455.  The Magnet 
Operational Charge for FY 09/10 paid as of November 30, 2009, 
was $5,393,511.  The allotment for FY 09/10 was $15,177,490.  M-
to-M incentive distributions for FY 09/10 as of November 30, 2009, 
were $1,328,973 to LRSD, $2,015,658 to NLRSD, and $3,184,203 
to PCSSD.  In March 2009, General Finance made the second one-
third payment to the Districts for their FY 08/09 transportation 
budget.  In September 2009, General Finance made the last one-third 
payment to the Districts for their FY 08/09 transportation budget.  
As of September 30, 2009, transportation payments for FY 08/09 
totaled $4,236,159.97 to LRSD, $1,300,628.11 to NLRSD, and 
$3,482,736.87 to PCSSD.  In September 2009, General Finance 
made the first one-third payment to the Districts for their FY 09/10 
transportation budget.  As of September 30, 2009, transportation 
payments for FY 09/10 totaled $1,389,350 to LRSD, $443,807.63 to 
NLRSD, and $1,114,952.61 to PCSSD.  In March 2009, a bid for 16 
new Magnet and M-to-M buses was awarded to Central States Bus 
Sales.  The buses for the LRSD include 8 - 65 passenger buses for 
$65,599 each.  The buses for the NLRSD include 2 - 65 passenger 
buses for $65,599 each.  The buses for the PCSSD include 6 - 65 
passenger buses for $65,599 each.  In August 2009, 16 new Magnet 
and M-to-M buses were delivered to the districts in Pulaski County.  
Finance paid Central States Bus Sales $1,049,584.  In July 2009, 
Finance paid the Magnet Review Committee $92,500.  This was the 
total amount due for FY 09/10.  In July 2009, Finance paid the 
Office of Desegregation Monitoring $200,000.  This was the total 
amount due for FY 09/10. 



 

IMPLEMENTATION PHASE 

ACTIVITY 
PMT EXECUTIVE SUMMARY AS OF 

DECEMBER 31, 2009 

II. Monitoring Compensatory 

Education 
On October 22, 2009, the ADE Implementation Phase Working 
Group met to review the Implementation Phase activities for the 
previous quarter. Mr. Willie Morris, ADE Lead Planner for 
Desegregation, updated the group on all relevant desegregation 
issues. Recent news articles about the desegregation case were 
discussed. One article states that Arkansas Attorney General Dustin 
McDaniel has proposed a seven year phase out of state desegregation 
payments. Another article talked about the first court hearing with 
U.S. District Judge Brian Miller on the requests for unitary status by 
the North Little Rock and Pulaski County Special school districts. 
The hearing was held on September 30. Sam Jones, an attorney for 
the Pulaski Special School District, Stephen Jones, an attorney for 
the North Little Rock School District, and Chris Heller, an attorney 
for the Little Rock School District, want the state desegregation 
payments to the three districts to continue even if the districts are all 
unitary. John Walker, an attorney for the Joshua Intervenors, told the 
judge that an expert should testify on educational achievement in the 
North Little Rock and Pulaski Special School Districts. He thought 
the judge was “influenced” by the reports he had received from the 
state. Judge Miller set January 11 as a unitary status hearing date for 
the North Little Rock School District, and January 25 as a unitary 
status hearing date for the Pulaski County Special School District. 
The next Implementation Phase Working Group Meeting is 
scheduled for January 7, 2009 at 1:30 p.m. in room 201-A at the 
ADE. 

III. A Petition for Election for 

LRSD will be Supported Should a 

Millage be Required 

Ongoing.  All court pleadings are monitored monthly. 

IV. Repeal Statutes and 

Regulations that Impede 

Desegregation 

In July 2007, the ADE sent letters to the school districts in Pulaski 
County asking if there were any new laws or regulations that may 
impede desegregation.  The districts were asked to review laws 
passed during the 86th Legislative Session, and any new ADE rules 
or regulations. 

V. Commitment to Principles On December 14, 2009, the Arkansas State Board of Education 
reviewed and approved the PMT and its executive summary for the 
month of November. 
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ACTIVITY 

PMT EXECUTIVE SUMMARY AS OF 

DECEMBER 31, 2009 

VI. Remediation On December 2, 2009, ADE staff provided District Test Coordinator 
Training for the mid-year end-of-course tests at the Arkansas 
Highway Department Auditorium. 

VII. Test Validation On February 12, 2001, the ADE Director provided the State Board 
of Education with a special update on desegregation activities. 

VIII. In-Service Training The Tri-District Staff Development Committee used Compressed 
Interactive Video (CIV) on September 25, 2009 to provide 
information on Smart Accountability. CIV is the distance learning 
system used for continuing conversation with the Smart 
Accountability Specialty Support teams. During the three-hour 
session, issues with the implementation of Smart Accountability 
were covered, including professional development, assignments, 
interventions, technical assistance, the Smart Accountability meeting 
that will be held on September 30, and a question and answer 
session. The Arkansas Smart Accountability plan allows the state to 
better differentiate interventions and resources to schools to match 
school improvement research-based interventions that correlate to 
the academic reasons that led to a school's identification for 
improvement by No Child Left Behind.  

IX. Recruitment of Minority 

Teachers 

In December 2009, the ADE Office of Professional Licensure sent a 
request to the three Pulaski County school districts asking for a list 
of anticipated teacher shortage areas by grade and subject. 
 
During the month of December 2009, the ADE Office of 
Professional Licensure contacted all institutions of higher education 
with teacher education programs requesting a listing of minority 
graduates for the Fall of 2009. 
 
In December 2009, the ADE Professional Licensure Unit contacted 
all Pulaski County school districts asking for a statement evaluating 
the effectiveness of ADE minority recruitment assistance. 
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X. Financial Assistance to 

Minority Teacher Candidates 

Tara Smith of the Arkansas Department of Higher Education 
reported minority scholarships for Fiscal Year 2008-2009 on 
February 26, 2009.  These included the State Teacher Assistance 
Resource (STAR) Program, the Minority Teacher Scholars (MTS) 
Program, and the Minority Masters Fellows (MMF) Program.  The 
scholarship awards for STAR are as follows: 
STAR        Male      Male   Female   Female   Total       Total 
Race         Count    Award   Count    Award   Count     Award 
White            47    171,000    258   1,018,627    305   1,189,627 
Black              3        6,000      28      121,500      31      127,500 
Hispanic                                    2        12,000        2        12,000 
Asian              1         6,000       2          9,000        3        15,000 
Other              2         6,000       4        15,000        6        21,000 
Totals           53     189,000   294   1,176,127    347   1,365,127 
The scholarship awards for MTS are as follows:    
MTS          Male     Male    Female   Female    Total      Total 
Race          Count   Award    Count    Award   Count     Award 
Black               9    27,500        37    132,710      46      160,210 
Hispanic                                   10      27,500      10        27,500 
Asian               1      5,000          2        7,500        3        12,500   
Native Amer                               1        5,000       1          5,000 
Totals            10    32,500        50    172,710      60      205,210 

The scholarship awards for MMF are as follows: 
MMF          Male     Male    Female   Female    Total      Total 
Race          Count   Award    Count    Award    Count     Award 
Black               4     15,000       59      213,750      63      228,750 
Hispanic          1       3,750         1          1,250        2          5,000 
Asian                                          3        13,750        3        13,750 
Native Amer                               3         5,000        3          5,000 
Other                                           1         6,250        1         6,250 
Totals             5      18,750       67     240,000       72     258,750 
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XI. Minority Recruitment of ADE 

Staff 
The MRC met on October 9, 2007 at the ADE.  Demographic reports 
were presented that showed ADE employees grade 21 and above by 
race and section as of June 30, 2007 and September 30, 2007.  A 
spreadsheet was handed out that showed for grade 21 and above the 
number and percentage of black, white, and other race employees in 
each unit of the ADE.  After reviewing the September report, it was 
determined that it needs some corrections.  A new September report 
will be handed out after the changes have been made. 

XII. School Construction This goal is completed.  No additional reporting is required. 

XIII. Assist PCSSD Goal completed as of June 1995. 

XIV. Scattered Site Housing This goal is completed.  No additional reporting is required. 

XV. Standardized Test Selection to 

Determine Loan Forgiveness 
Goal completed as of March 2001. 

XVI. Monitor School Improvement 

Plans 

On December 16, 2009, ADE staff met with Ken Kirspel, 
Superintendent of the NLRSD. Staff discussed the district’s 
quarterly request for Title I funds, parental involvement plans, the 
ACSIP survey and changes needed to gain approval status. 
 
During December 17 and 18, 2009, ADE staff met with every 
elementary principal in the PCSSD and with facilitators to correct 
errors in ACSIP and write parental involvement plans. Meetings 
were held with the first 18 elementary principals on December 17 
and with the remaining 6 on December 18. ADE staff had the same 
kind of meeting with the principal of Jacksonville Middle School on 
December 18. 
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XVII. Data Collection In March of 2009, the ADE Office of Public School Academic 
Accountability released the 2008 Arkansas School Performance 
Report (Report Card). The following changes were made to the 
Report Card this year:  SAT-10 Norm Referenced Test was 
combined with state-mandated criterion-referenced testing to form 
the Augmented Benchmark Examinations for year 2007-08; 
Benchmark scores have been added for End-of-Course Biology and 
science in grades 5 and 7; Arkansas state average scores on the 
National Assessment for Educational Progress (NAEP) in fourth and 
eighth grade literacy and mathematics were added; district 
compliance with the requirement to provide textbooks for all pupils 
was added; the standard four-year adjusted cohort high school 
graduation rate for Arkansas recommended by the National 
Governor’s Association was used in the State section; the gain index 
was added at the top of each school page inside the image of a 
yellow pencil. Arkansas Code Annotated §6-15-2102, requires that 
each school be identified as being in one of five category levels 
based on the annual improvement gains in student scores. Student 
growth is based upon changes in student performance levels across 
two adjacent years. For each school, the annual improvement gain 
index is the average of all value-added points across all students for 
literacy and math in grades 3 - 8 within the school. The purpose of 
the Arkansas School Performance Report is to generally improve 
public school accountability, to provide benchmarks for measuring 
individual school improvement, and to empower parents and 
guardians of children enrolled in Arkansas public schools by 
providing them with the information to judge the quality of their 
schools. The Department of Education annually publishes a school 
performance report for each individual public school in the state, and 
distributes the report to every parent or guardian of a child in 
kindergarten through grade twelve (K-12) in the public schools of 
Arkansas. 
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ACTIVITY 

PMT EXECUTIVE SUMMARY AS OF 

DECEMBER 31, 2009 

XVIII. Work with the Parties and 

ODM to Develop Proposed 

Revisions to ADE’s Monitoring 

and Reporting Obligations 

On July 10, 2002, the ADE held a Desegregation Monitoring and 
Assistance Plan meeting for the three school districts in Pulaski 
County.  Mr. Willie Morris, ADE Lead Planner for Desegregation, 
presented information on the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001.  A 
letter from U.S. Secretary of Education, Rod Paige, was discussed.  
It stated that school districts that are subject to a desegregation plan 
are not exempt from the public school choice requirements.  “If a 
desegregation plan forbids the school district from offering any 
transfer option, the school district should secure appropriate changes 
to the plan to permit compliance with the public school choice 
requirements”.  Schools in Arkansas have not yet been designated 
“Identified for Improvement”.  After a school has been “Identified 
for Improvement”, it must make “adequate yearly progress”.  
Schools that fail to meet the definition of “adequate yearly 
progress”, for two consecutive years, must provide public school 
choice and supplemental education services.  A court decision 
regarding the LRSD Unitary Status is expected soon.  The LRSD 
and the NLRSD attended the meeting.  The next meeting about the 
Desegregation Monitoring and Assistance Plan will be held in 
August, 2002, after school starts. 

 



 
NEWLY EMPLOYED FOR THE PERIOD OF December 1, 2009 – December 31, 2009 
 

Ashley Burdess – ADE Area Project Manager, Grade C123, Division Public School Academic Facilities and 
Transportation (DPSAFT), effective 12/07/09. 
 
Patricia Francoeur – Administrative Specialist II, C109, Division of Learning Services, Guidance and Counseling, 
effective 12/14/09. 
 

PROMOTIONS/ LATERAL TRANSFERS FOR THE PERIOD OF December 1, 2009 – December 31, 2009 
 

No promotions or lateral transfers for this period.  
 

SEPARATIONS FOR THE PERIOD OF December 1, 2009 – December 31, 2009   
 

*Shawna Tillman – Administrative Specialist III, C112, Research and Technology, Technology Resources, 
effective 12/18/09. 0 years, 1 month, 16 days. Code: 01 
 

 Sherman Whittle – Education Investigator, Grade C121, Division of Human Resources/Licensure, Professional 
Licensure Standards Board, effective 12/08/09. 0 years, 10 months, 6 days. Code: 01 
 
 

*Minority       
 
AASIS Code: 
01 – Voluntary Termination  
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Strand: Reading 
   Standard 11: Vocabulary, Word Study, and Fluency 

Students shall acquire and apply skills in vocabulary development and word analysis to be able to read fluently.  
 

Reading: Vocabulary, Word Study, and Fluency K-4 
 

English Language Arts Curriculum Framework Revised 2003 
Arkansas Department of Education 

 
Key: R.11.K.4=Reading. Standard 11. Kindergarten. 4

th
 Student Learning Expectation 

36 

THE GOAL FOR EACH STUDENT IS PROFICIENCY IN ALL REQUIREMENTS AT CURRENT AND PREVIOUS 
GRADES. 
 Kindergarten Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 

R.11.K.13 
Describe common 
objects with general 
and specific words 
 

 

Accuracy of 
reading 

R.11.K.14 
Read grade level texts 
with accuracy of 90% 
or above 
 
R.11.K.15 
Demonstrate 
automaticity of letter 
names and sounds  
 
 
 
R.11.K.16 
Self-monitor using cues 
to make sense of the 
reading 
 

R.11.1.10 
Read grade level 
texts with accuracy of 
90% or above  
 
R.11.1.11 
Demonstrate 
automaticity of letter 
sounds and phonic 
patterns during 
reading 
 
R.11.1.12 
Monitor, cross check, 
and self correct as 
needed to make 
meaning of the text 
during reading 
 

R.11.2.9 
Read grade level texts 
with accuracy of 90% or 
above 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
R.11.2.10 
Self-monitor to make 
sense of the reading 
 

R.11.3.10 
Read grade level texts 
with accuracy of 90% or 
above 

R.11.4.11 
Read grade level texts 
with accuracy of 90% or 
above 

Reading with 
fluency and 
expression  

R.11.K.17 
Demonstrate 
automaticity of letter 
names at a minimum of 
40 letters per minute 
 
 
 
 
 

R.11.1.13 
Read grade level text 
fluently at a minimum 
of 40 words per 
minute 
 
 
 
 
 

R.11.2.11 
Read grade level text 
fluently at a minimum of 
90 words per minute 
 
 
 
 
 
 

R.11.3.11 
Read grade level text 
fluently at a minimum of 
110 words per minute 
 
 
 
 
 
 

R.11.4.12 
Read grade level text 
fluently at 
approximately 118 
words per minute 
 
 
 
 
 



Strand: Reading 
Standard 11: Vocabulary, Word Study, and Fluency 
Students shall acquire and apply skills in vocabulary development and word analysis to be able to read fluently.   

Vocabulary, Word Study, and Fluency 5-8 
 

English Language Arts Curriculum Framework Revised 2003 
Arkansas Department of Education 

 
Key: R.11.6.1=Reading. Standard 11. Sixth Grade. 1st Student Learning Expectation    

64 

THE GOAL FOR EACH STUDENT IS PROFICIENCY IN ALL REQUIREMENTS AT CURRENT AND PREVIOUS GRADES.
 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

R.11.5.8 
Identify figurative language 
such as idioms, similes and 
metaphors 
 
 
 
R.11.5.9 
Use word origins including 
common roots and word 
parts from Greek and Latin 
to analyze the meaning and 
determine pronunciation 
and derivations of complex 
words 
 
R.11.5.10 
Use context clues to select 
appropriate dictionary 
definition  
 
R.11.5.11 
Anticipate noun following 
noun markers including a, 
an, and the 
 

R.11.6.8 
Explain the meaning of 
figurative language such as 
idioms, similes and 
metaphors 
 
 
R.11.6.9 
Identify word origins, 
derivations and inflections 
and foreign words 
 
 
 
 
 
R.11.6.10 
 Use context clues to select 
appropriate dictionary 
definition 
 

R.11.7.8 
Identify and explain idioms and 
comparisons such as 
analogies, metaphors and 
similes to infer the literal and 
figurative meanings or phrases 
 
R.11.7.9 
Use knowledge of Greek and 
Latin word parts and roots to 
determine the meaning of 
subject related vocabulary 
 
 
 
 
R.11.7.10 
Use context to determine 
meaning of multiple meaning 
words. 
 
 
 
 

R.11.8.8 
Identify and explains similes, 
metaphors, personification, 
hyperboles and analogies to 
infer the literal and figurative 
meanings of phrases 
 
R.11.8.9 
Identify how words from other 
cultures have been 
incorporated into English 
vocabulary usage. 
 
 
 
 
R.11.8.10 
Use context, structure, 
denotations and connotations 
to determine meaning of 
words and phrases 

Reading with 
fluency 

R.11.5.12 
Read grade level text orally 
with an approximate rate of 
128 words per minute 
 
R.11.5.13 
Read grade level text orally 
with accuracy and 
expression 

R.11.6.11 
Read grade level text orally 
with an approximate rate of 
145 words per minute 
 
R.11.6.12 
Read grade level text orally 
with accuracy and expression 

R.11.7.11 
Read grade level text with an 
approximate rate of 167 words 
per minute 
 
R.11.7.12 
Read grade level text orally with 
accuracy and expression 

R.11.8.11 
Read grade level text with an 
approximate rate of 171 
words per minute 
 
R.11.8.12 
Read grade level text orally 
with accuracy and expression 
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Decatur School District

LEA # 402

Benton County

Classified in Fiscal Distress July 14, 2008

Fiscal Distress Indicators and Additional Concerns:

* Following the 2006-07 school year, a declining balance determined to jeopardize the fiscal integrity of the District

* Other fiscal conditions of the District seemed to have a detrimental impact on the continuation of educational services

District Profile: 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09

Superintendent Mike Parrish Mike Parrish Dave Smith

4 QTR ADM 565 577 538 512

Assessment 39,142,540 41,103,865 44,870,460 46,007,725

Total Mills 40.00 40.00 39.90 39.90

Total Debt Bond/Non Bond 4,953,106 6,471,092 6,233,852 5,971,375

Per Pupil Expenditures 9,097 8,802 10,733 NA

Personnel-Non-Fed Certified FTE 53.17 43.77 49.25 NA

Avg Salary-Non-Fed Cert Clsrm FTE 36,354 45,139 37,263 NA

Net Legal Balance (Excl Cat & QZAB) 353,935 *1,346,212 62,709 801,757

*2006-07 Net Legal Balance excludes expenditures that were not recorded on District books

Background Information:

• On July 31, 2008, the State Board of Education considered the request for the proposed annexation of 

  the Decatur School District to a contiguous school district

• On August 1, 2008, the Department of Education assumed administrative control of the Decatur School District

• Manual checks written but not recorded on District books for 2006-07 and 2007-08 total approximately $2.4 million

• Appears that bank accounts have not been reconciled since September 2005

• 941 Quarterly Tax Reports for the second quarter of 2007 which was due July 15, 2007, was not filed until June 2008

• 941 Quarterly Tax Reports for the first quarter of 2008 which was due April 15, 2008, was not filed until June 2008

• State taxes for the months of April and May 2008 were not paid to the Department of Finance and Administration

  until June 2008

• Amount of late fees, penalties and interest due to IRS and other entities is unknown

District Actions

The District has included the following objectives in their Fiscal Distress Improvement Plan:

2008-09

• Reduced certified personnel by 2.5 FTE's through attrition and RIF

• Reduced classified personnel by 1.75 FTE's through attrition and RIF

• Renegotiated copier lease and removed one trash dumpster from contract

• Implemented district purchase order procedures

• Eliminated special services transportation and centralized bus stops

• Implemented energy savings procedures

• Utilized categorical and federal funds efficiently

• Replaced staff at a lower salary

• Utilized central office staff to segregate financial duties

2009-10

• Reduced certified personnel by 1 FTE through attrition

• Reduced classified personnel by 2.25 FTE's through RIF

• Reduced 15 contract days from 1 certified position

• Eliminated three $1,000 stipends from certified personnel

• Closed 28,000 square feet of middle school for energy conservation

District projected ending legal balance less categoricals & QZAB for the 2009-2010 school year: $768,555

Fiscal and Administrative Services

Financial Accountability and Reporting

Fiscal Distress Report 

January 19, 2010
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Arkansas Department of Education

Decatur School District

Review of General Operating Funds

Revenue

2008-09 2009-10 2009-10 Actual 2009-10 2009-10 2009-10

For 6 months For 6 months compared to Annual Budget % of Budget

ended 12/31/2008 ended 12/31/2009 2008-09 Actual Budget Balance Expended

Revenue:

11110 Property Taxes Current 1,001,599 979,407 (22,192) 1,050,500 71,093 93.23%

11120 Property Tax 40% 0 0 0 460,077 460,077 0.00%

11125 Property Tax Rel. 40% 0 0 0 0 0 0.00%

11140 Property Tax Delinquent 63,082 75,943 12,861 170,000 94,057 44.67%

11150 Excess Commission 0 58,430 58,430 62,500 4,070 93.49%

11160 Land Redemption 5,498 2,056 (3,442) 6,500 4,444 31.64%

11400 Penalties/Interest on Tax 8,590 8,450 (139) 22,000 13,550 38.41%

11500 Int on Unappor Prop Tax 0 2,524 2,524 0 (2,524) 0.00%

12900 Other Local Non-LEA Reven 1,557 0 (1,557) 0 0 0.00%

14290 Other Programs 0 0 0 7,000 7,000 0.00%

14100 From Individuals 250 0 (250) 0 0 0.00%

15100 Interest on Investments 515 3,969 3,454 10,000 6,031 0.00%

19130 LEA Buildgs & Facilities 50 0 (50) 0 0 0.00%

19200 Private Contributions 166,306 11 (166,295) 0 (11) 0.00%

19300 Sales of Supplies & Material 4,798 0 (4,798) 0 0 0.00%

19800 Refunds of Prior Yr Expenditures 9,837 1,015 (8,822) 15,000 13,985 6.76%

19900 Misc Revenue from Local Sources 0 12,184 12,184 0 (12,184) 0.00%

31101 State Foundation Funding 986,130 859,104 (127,026) 1,890,030 1,030,926 45.45%

31102 Enhanced Educational Fund 22,329 8,128 (14,201) 17,884 9,756 45.45%

31460 Declining Enrollment 0 0 0 0 0 0.00%

32250 Mentoring Program 0 0 0 0 0 0.00%

32310 Hand Child-Supv/Extended Yr 0 0 0 0 0 0.00%

32355 SP ED Catastrophic 0 0 0 0 0 0.00%

32361 G T Advanced Placement 0 0 0 0 0 0.00%

32710 AR Better Chance (ABC) Grant 0 0 0 0 0 0.00%

32912 General Facilities Funding 2,860 2,451 (409) 4,903 2,452 49.99%

32915 Debt Service Funding 4,517 3,180 (1,337) 6,361 3,181 49.99%

51999 Audit ADJ for Prior Year 0 (3,172) (3,172) 0 3,172 0.00%

51400 Current Loans 171,000 0 (171,000) 0 0 0.00%

Total Revenue 2,448,918 2,013,682 (435,237) 3,722,755 1,709,073 54.09%

General Operating Funds: 1000, 2000, 2001, 2392, 2394, 4000

Data Source: APSCN documents

1/7/201011:12 AM



Arkansas Department of Education

Decatur School District

Review of General Operating Funds

Expenditures

2008-09 2009-10 2009-10 Actual 2009-10 2009-10 2009-10

For 6 months For 6 months compared to Annual Budget % of Budget

Expenditures ended 12/31/2008 ended 12/31/2009 2008-09 Actual Budget Balance Expended

60000-62999 Salaries & Benefits 1,248,438 1,229,438 (19,001) 2,818,872 1,589,434 43.61%

Other:  

63210 Instructional 0 0 0 4,000 4,000 0.00%

63310 Purc Svc Prof & technical 40 0 (40) 50 50 0.00%

63320 Prof Emp Trn & Dev Svcs 70 0 (70) 0 0 0.00%

63410 Pupil Services 1,328 2,398 1,070 5,000 2,602 47.97%

63450 Purc Svc Medical 0 0 0 750 750 0.00%

63590 Other Technical Services 0 1,060 1,060 1,000 (60) 106.00%

63900 Other Purc Prof Tech Serv 12,761 12,843 81 50,395 37,552 25.48%

64110 Water/Sewer 2,471 2,500 29 6,000 3,500 41.66%

64210 Disposal/Sanitation 6,582 5,786 (796) 13,525 7,739 42.78%

64230 Custodial 0 0 0 0 0 0.00%

64240 Lawn Care 0 0 0 0 0 0.00%

64310 Building & Grounds 20,820 22,821 2,001 40,000 17,179 57.05%

64320 Equipment & Vehicles 0 0 0 0 0 0.00%

64420 Equip & Vehicles 84 0 (84) 0 0 0.00%

64430 Rent of Comp & Tech Eqp 9,693 13,353 3,660 23,805 10,452 56.09%

64500 Construction Services 5,000 0 (5,000) 0 0 0.00%

64900 Other Purc Property Services 0 0 0 0 0 0.00%

65210 Property Insurance 14,029 0 (14,029) 14,500 14,500 0.00%

65240 Fleet Insurance 7,152 6,860 (292) 6,860 0 100.00%

65250 Accident Ins for Students 8,250 5,580 (2,670) 5,580 0 100.00%

65290 Other Insurance 0 0 0 0 0 0.00%

65310 Telephone 1,015 2,459 1,444 500 (1,959) 491.80%

65320 Postage 0 771 771 2,100 1,329 36.73%

65330 Technology Svc 6,608 0 (6,608) 1,700 1,700 0.00%

65400 Advertising 0 0 0 0 0 0.00%

65610 To LEA's Within State 458 0 (458) 5,500 5,500 0.00%

65690 Other Tuition 0 0 0 0 0 0.00%

65810 Cert In District 229 860 632 0 (860) 0.00%

65820 Trvl CLS In District 0 358 358 2,000 1,642 0.00%

65830 Trvl Cert Out District 0 25 25 0 (25) 0.00%

65840 Trvl CLS Out District 16 66 50 0 (66) 0.00%

65880 Meals 0 46 46 0 (46) 0.00%

65890 Lodging 0 192 192 0 (192) 0.00%

65900 Misc Purc Svs 0 0 0 1,000 1,000 0.00%

65910 Svs Purchased Locally 0 15,066 15,066 60,270 45,204 25.00%

66100 General Supplies 32,409 66,305 33,896 121,203 54,898 54.71%

66107 Low Value Equipment 0 0 0 0 0 0.00%

66210 Natural Gas 6,857 4,210 (2,647) 52,000 47,790 8.10%

66220 Electricity 31,110 28,634 (2,476) 54,000 25,366 53.03%

66260 Gasoline/Diesel 17,154 265 (16,890) 1,050 785 25.21%

66300 Food 0 0 0 0 0 0.00%

66410 Textbooks 31,073 14,658 (16,415) 19,850 5,192 0.00%

66420 Library Books 0 0 0 0 0 0.00%

66430 Periodicals 0 0 0 0 0 0.00%

66440 Audiovisual Materials 0 0 0 0 0 0.00%

66500 Techn Supplies 0 0 0 0 0 0.00%

66510 Software 0 0 0 0 0 0.00%

66520 Other 0 0 0 0 0 0.00%

66527 Low Value tech Supplies 0 4,209 4,209 0 (4,209) 0.00%

67320 Vehicles 0 0 0 0 0 0.00%

67340 Technology Hardware 0 0 0 0 0 0.00%

67390 Other Equipment 0 0 0 0 0 0.00%

68100 Dues & Fees 1,561 2,931 1,370 4,118 1,187 71.18%

68300 Interest 125,090 117,843 (7,247) 237,081 119,238 49.71%

68998 Adjust/Tina Murry Errors 24,937 0 (24,937) 0 0 0.00%

68999 Allocated Charges 0 0 0 5,000 5,000 0.00%

69100 Redemption of Principal 171,000 0 (171,000) 267,726 267,726 0.00%

69380 To Food Service Fund 36,143 0 (36,143) 0 0 0.00%

Total Other Exp. 573,938 332,097 (241,840) 1,006,563 674,466 32.99%

Total Expenditures 1,822,376 1,561,535 (260,841) 3,825,435 2,263,900 40.82%

General Operating Funds: 1000, 2000, 2001, 2392, 2394, 4000

Data Sources: APSCN documents

1/7/201011:12 AM
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Greenland School District

LEA # 7204

Washington County

Classified in Fiscal Distress April 21, 2008

Fiscal Distress Indicators and Additional Concerns:

* Projected negative in operating fund June 30, 2008, of ($288,971) (Based on trend analysis of prior three years)

* Declining fund balances for the past three years that could jeopardize the fiscal integrity of the District.

* FY06 Short Term loan in the amount of $110,966

* FY07 Short Term loan in the amount of $300,000

* FY08 Short Term loan in the amount of $500,000

* Material state audit findings in FY06 and FY07

   - Errors on child nutrition applications

   - Errors in inventory records

* District refunded federal funds from Winslow

District Profile: 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09

Superintendent Ronald Brawner Ronald Brawner Ronald Brawner Roland Smith
4 QTR ADM 931 942 922 805

Assessment 59,756,118 68,341,076 78,384,655 82,915,646 

Total Mills 37.50 37.50 36.90 39.50

Total Debt Bond/Non Bond 6,387,080 6,227,612 5,913,851 7,175,872 

Per Pupil Expenditures 8,611 8,598 8,068 NA

Personnel-Non-Fed Certified FTE 92.53 79.78 74.08 NA

Avg Salary-Non-Fed Cert Clsrm FTE 35,851 43,632 46,040 NA

Net Legal Balance (Excl Cat & QZAB) 905,289 143,701 *87,534 683,139 

**2007-08 Net Legal Balance includes a 621,000 in cash flow loans.

Background Information

• On June 30, 2008, district utilized an additional short term loan in the amount of $121,000.  The total short term loan

   amount for FY08 is $621,000

• On July 14, 2008, the State Board of Education considered the request for the proposed annexation of

   the Greenland School  District to a contiguous school district

• On July 15, 2008, the Department of Education assumed administrative control of the Greenland School District

District Actions

2008-09

• Reduced contracted days of certified and classified personnel

• Reduced certified personnel by 13 FTE's through RIF and attrition 

• Reduced classified personnel by 8.5 FTE's through RIF and attrition

• Approved 2.6 New Debt Service Mills and bond restructure in the June 2008 election

• Sold used school buses and vehicles

• Utilized categorical and federal funds efficiently

• Eliminated employee benefits above the state minimum

• Eliminated track program, employee cell phones, I-Book payment, and dues

• Consolidated 2 bus routes

• Monitor energy usage and consumption

• Continue to monitor operational spending

• Conduct monthly town meetings

• City sales tax passed in election held March 10, 2009

District projected ending legal balance less categoricals & QZAB for the 2009-2010 school year: $1,321,819

The District has included the following objectives in their Fiscal Distress Improvement Plan:

   - Incorrectly recorded $300,000 loan

Fiscal and Administrative Services

Financial Accountability and Reporting

Fiscal Distress Report 

October 12, 2009
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Arkansas Department of Education

Greenland School District

Review of General Operating Funds

Revenue

Actual Actual 2009-10 Actual Annual 2009-10

2008-09 2009-10 compared to Budget 2009-10 Budget % of Budget

as of 12/31/08 as of 12/31/09 2008-09 Actual 2009-10 Balance Expended

Revenue:

11110 Property Taxes Current 1,596,187 1,927,602 331,415 2,026,515 98,913 95.12%

11115 Property Taxes Relief 0 0 0 0 0 0.00%

11120 Property Tax 40% 0 0 0 802,425 802,425 0.00%

11140 Property Tax Delinquent 86,434 80,338 (6,095) 200,000 119,662 40.17%

11150 Excess Commission 0 0 0 90,000 90,000 0.00%

11160 Land Redemption 7,096 2,628 (4,467) 8,500 5,872 30.92%

11200 Sales and Use Tax 31,727 0 70,000 38,273 45.32%

11400 Penalties/Interest on Tax 4,087 5,315 1,228 4,500 (815) 118.11%

11500 Int on Unappor Prop Tax 890 293 (597) 1,500 1,207 0.00%

13100 From Individuals 0 0 0 250 250 0.00%

15100 Interest on Investments 5,082 10,688 5,606 15,000 4,312 71.25%

19120 Other rent - Land Owned LEA 3,100 3,125 25 7,600 4,475 41.11%

19200 Private Contributions 80,426 0 (80,426) 0 0 0.00%

19800 Refunds of Prior Yr Expenditures 22,509 (7,119) (29,627) 2,000 9,119 -355.95%

19900 Misc Revenue from Local Sources 1,060 0 (1,060) 500 500 0.00%

21200 Severance Tax 404 218 (186) 218 0 100.00%

31101 State Foundation Funding 1,563,435 1,234,350 (329,085) 2,715,573 1,481,223 45.45%

31102 Enhanced Educational Fund 36,657 12,804 (23,853) 28,170 15,366 45.45%

31460 Declining Enrollment 0 0 0 360,618 360,618 0.00%

31620 Supplement Millage 20,576 17,636 (2,940) 35,273 17,637 50.00%

31900 Other 350 350 0 0 (350) 0.00%

32250 Pathwise Mentor 0 0 0 0 0 0.00%

32260 AR Game/Fish Commission 0 0 0 0 0 0.00%

32310 Hand Child-Supv/Extended Yr 0 0 0 0 0 0.00%

32361 G T Advanced Placement 0 0 0 0 0 0.00%

32912 General Facilities Fund 9,555 8,190 (1,365) 16,381 8,191 50.00%

32915 Debt Service Supplement 17,046 7,762 (9,284) 15,524 7,762 50.00%

32990 Other Grants/Aide State 0 0 0 0 0 0.00%

42100 Forest Reserve 18,101 8,912 (9,189) 8,912 0 100.00%

42200 Flood Control 10 3 (6) 4 1 84.96%

53100 Sale of Equipment 2,490 0 (2,490) 500 500 0.00%

53200 Sale of Build & Grounds 0 0 0 0 0 0.00%

Total Revenue 3,475,492 3,344,821 (130,670) 6,409,963 3,065,141 52.18%

General Operating Funds 1000, 2000, 2001, 2218, 2392, 2393, 2394, 4000, 4394

Data Source: APSCN documents

1/7/201011:20 AM



Arkansas Department of Education

Greenland School District

Review of General Operating Funds

Expenditures

2008-09 2009-10 2009-10 Actual 2009-10 2009-10 2008-09

2008-09 For 6 months For 6 months compared to Annual Budget % of Budget

Expenditures For 6 months ended 12/31/2008 ended 12/31/2009 2008-09 Actual Budget Balance Expended

ended 12/31/2008

61000-52999 Salaries & Benefits 1,863,525 1,750,749 (112,776) 4,319,290 2,568,541 40.53%

Other:

63130 Board of Ed Services 0 0 0 3,000 3,000 0.00%

63210 Inst Serv 0 2,010 2,010 3,400 1,390 59.12%

63445 Legal- Research & Opinions 0 0 0 105,000 105,000 0.00%

63450 Medical 2,733 3,369 637 4,800 1,431 70.19%

63590 Other Technical Services 6,431 2,678 (3,752) 11,975 9,297 22.37%

63900 Other Purc Prof Tech Serv 17,431 15,964 (1,467) 61,450 45,486 25.98%

64110 Water/Sewer 20,160 20,401 241 50,000 29,599 40.80%

64210 Disposal/Sanitation 3,663 4,174 511 10,000 5,826 41.74%

64230 Custodial 121,431 121,431 0 243,000 121,569 49.97%

64240 Lawn Care 7,020 7,560 540 14,000 6,440 54.00%

64310 Building & Grounds 7,978 12,089 4,112 24,000 11,911 50.37%

64320 Tech Maint Repair 0 2,989 0 4,119 1,130 72.56%

64430 Equipment Rental 6,556 7,176 620 13,100 5,924 54.78%

64500 Construction 0 5,500 0 5,500 0 100.00%

64900 Other Purc Property Services 4,955 5,680 725 11,100 5,420 51.17%

65210 Property Insurance 28,723 30,775 2,052 30,775 0 100.00%

65240 Fleet Insurance 7,132 6,840 (292) 8,220 1,380 83.21%

65250 Accident Ins for Students 8,750 8,750 0 8,750 0 100.00%

65290 Other Insurance 310 384 74 500 117 76.70%

65310 Telephone 5,375 8,334 2,959 13,000 4,666 64.11%

65320 Postage 537 853 316 2,908 2,055 29.33%

65400 Advertising 222 1,447 1,225 4,300 2,853 33.65%

65610 To LEA's Within State 0 0 0 46,379 46,379 0.00%

65810 Cert In District 0 32 32 100 68 31.65%

65820 Trvl CLS In District 0 0 0 0 0 0.00%

65870 Travel Non-Employee 0 0 0 0 0 0.00%

65880 Meals 0 32 32 750 718 4.23%

65890 Lodging 0 199 199 2,650 2,451 7.50%

66100 General Supplies 28,166 37,577 9,410 101,610 64,033 36.98%

66107 Low Value Equipment 0 1,000 1,000 1,000 0 100.00%

66210 Natural Gas 12,368 8,529 (3,839) 55,000 46,471 15.51%

66220 Electricity 48,233 41,682 (6,551) 93,000 51,318 44.82%

66260 Gasoline/Diesel 19,408 14,320 (5,088) 45,000 30,680 31.82%

66300 Food 0 0 0 600 600 0.00%

66410 Textbooks 15,981 47,064 31,083 57,232 10,169 82.23%

66430 Periodicals 75 0 (75) 0 0 0.00%

66440 Audiovisual Materials 0 0 0 700 700 0.00%

66500 Techn Supplies 0 0 0 0 0 0.00%

66510 Software 0 8,754 8,754 3,586 (5,168) 244.12%

66520 Other 2,499 1,787 (712) 7,505 5,718 23.81%

66527 Low Value tech Supplies 0 533 533 1,533 1,000 34.77%

67100 Land & Improvements 0 0 0 5,000 5,000 0.00%

67330 Furniture & Fixtures 0 0 0 0 0 0.00%

67340 Technology Hardware 0 0 0 3,114 3,114 0.00%

67390 Other Equipment 0 0 0 4,250 4,250 0.00%

68100 Dues & Fees 1,056 1,317 261 9,683 8,367 13.60%

68300 Interest 19,975 144,508 124,533 288,645 144,137 50.06%

68830 Property Tax 0 0 0 1,000 1,000 0.00%

69100 Redemption of Principal 637,069 13,541 (623,529) 163,745 150,205 8.27%

69380 To Food Service Fund 21,400 7,200 (14,200) 21,400 14,200 33.64%

Total Other Exp. 1,055,635 596,477 (459,158) 1,546,380 949,903 38.57%

Total Expenditures 2,919,160 2,347,226 (571,934) 5,865,670 3,518,444 40.02%

General Operating Funds 1000, 2000, 2001, 2218, 2392, 2393, 2394, 4000, 4394

Data Sources: APSCN documents

1/7/201011:20 AM
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 ADE 109-1 

ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION  
RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE  

COLLEGE PREPARATORY ENRICHMENT PROGRAM  
February 14, 2000  

 
1.00 College Preparatory Enrichment Program  

 
1.01  These regulations shall be known as the Arkansas Department of Education 

Regulations Governing the College Preparatory Enrichment Program.  
 
1.02  The State Board of Education enacted these regulations pursuant to its authority 

under Arkansas Code Annotated ' § 6-16-604,f (Repl.1993)  as amended by Act 
1469 of 2009. 

 

2.00 Purpose of Regulations 

  
2.01  The purpose of these regulations is to establish guidelines for the appropriate 

administration of a summer remedial program designed for eleventh grade and 
rising twelfth-grade students, and high school graduates who will enter their 
freshman year of college in the fall immediately following the completion of 
their senior year and who scored less than the minimum score set by the State 
Board of Higher Education on the American College Test (ACT).  

 
2.02  A further purpose of these regulations is to establish a distribution formula for 

implementing the College Preparatory Enrichment Program.  
 

3.00 Definitions/Acronyms  

 
3.01  Site Advisory Committee: educators including counselors representing local 

districts within the service area site who are responsible for the selection of 
participants.  

 
3.02  State Board of Higher Education cut off scores: scores below 19 on the ACT.  
 
3.03  Service Area Sites: facilities within school districts accredited by the Arkansas 

Department of Education (ADE), accredited public institutions of higher 
learning, and Arkansas Educational Service Cooperatives.  

 
3.04  ACT: American College Test  
 
3.05  ADE: Arkansas Department of Education  
 
3.06  CPEP: College Preparatory Enrichment Program  

 
3.07  Capital Outlay: tangible personal property having a useful life of more than one 

year and an acquisition cost of $300 or more per unit (computers, printers, 
televisions, VCRs, overhead projectors, other instructional equipment, and 
furniture).  
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3.08  Diagnosed Reading Problem: disorder/disability in the area of reading identified 
through observation and examination with instruments that have been proven 
reliable and valid.  

 
3.09  Project ACT: special administration of the ACT for students completing CPEP.  

 
3.10  CPEP Index: the ratio of the number students eligible for free or reduced lunch in 

the school district from the October 1 Enrollment Report of the current fiscal 
year over the total enrollment of the school district, expressed as a percentage 
rounded to the nearest hundredth of a percentage.  

 

3.11  Student Eligibility for Program: eleventh (11
th

) and rising twelfth (12
th

) grade 
students and high school graduates who will enter their freshman year of college 
in the fall immediately following completion of their senior year, and who scored 
less than the minimum scores set by the State Board of Higher Education on the 
American College Test (ACT).  

 
3.12  Student Eligibility for Funding: for each school district, the number of students 

enrolled in grade ten (10), eleven (11), and twelve (12) retrieved from the current 
fiscal year October 1 Enrollment Report, times the CPEP Index.  

 

4.00 Student Eligibility  

 
4.01  Eleventh Rising twelfth-grade students and high school graduates who will enter 

their freshman year of college in the fall immediately following completion of 
their senior year, and who scored less than the minimum scores set by the State 
Board of Higher Education on the math or English portions of the American 
College Test (ACT) are eligible for the program.  

 
4.02  All students who have taken the ACT and completed their junior year of high 

school may enroll in the program.  
 
4.03  High school graduates also may enroll in the program with permission of the site 

advisory committee.  
 
4.043  In the event of space limitations or funding constraints, priority will be given to 

high school juniors whose ACT scores are less than the minimum score set by the 
State Board of Higher Education. If space is available after the site advisory 
committee has completed its recruitment efforts, rising eleventh-grade students 
may enroll in the program. Documentation of recruitment efforts for rising 
twelfth graders and high school graduates who will enter their freshman year of 
college in the fall immediately following completion of their senior year shall be 
maintained at the school site for audit purposes.  

 
4.054 A committee The site advisory committee, composed of educators including 

counselor(s) representing local school districts within the service area, will be 
responsible for the selection of the participants using the student eligibility 
guidelines listed in 4.01- 4.04.  

 

5.00 Site Eligibility 
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5.01  The following educational organizations may serve as a service area site: school 

districts accredited by the Arkansas Department of Education (ADE), accredited 
public institutions of higher learning, and Arkansas Education Service 
Cooperatives.  

 
5.02  The service area site shall maintain and keep in a central location for monitoring 

and auditing purposes a documentation file containing a list of personnel who 
will be working in the program, disciplinary policies which will govern 
participants, program descriptions, and student schedules.  

 
5.03  Each service area site shall have the discretion to determine the number of 

students to serve based on the amount of allocation received.  
 
 5.04 Every effort shall be made to fill all existing CPEP sites to capacity. 
 

5.05 Priority for the expansion of existing CPEP sites will be given to those 
geographical areas where the percentage of students requiring remediation is the 
highest. 

 
5.06 Priority for the creation of new CPEP sites will be given to those districts and 

counties where programs do not exist and where remediation levels are the 
highest. 

 

6.00 Staffing  

 
6.01  Each service area site shall employ a program manager to administer the 

instructional program. 
  
6.02  The program manager’s duties include counseling students, scheduling, 

facilitating staff selection, coordinating the preparation of individualized plans 
for students entering and leaving the program, completing ADE CPEP reports in 
an accurate and timely manner, and performing other administrative duties to 
assure the operation at the site. Because of the duties of the program manager, a 
certified, secondary counselor is preferred. If such a person is unavailable, the 
program manager must be a certified secondary principal or administrator. 
(Individuals holding a twelve-month contract may not be paid from CPEP funds 
for administering a CPEP program.)  

 
6.03  Teachers must hold secondary certification in the field to be taught and must 

have demonstrated successful and innovative teaching techniques.  
 
6.04  Teachers must attend scheduled inservice training administered by the ADE.  
 
6.05  The maximum class size will be ten (10) with administrative flexibility to make 

reasonable adjustments and a minimum class size will be five (5).  
 
6.06  The staff who will assist students with diagnosed reading problems must hold the 

Reading Specialist or Reading Endorsement. Other applicants eligible to receive 
either endorsement must meet the requirements established by the State Board of 
Education.  
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7.00 Distribution of CPEP Funds  

 
7.01  For each school district, a CPEP Index shall be calculated equal to the ratio of the 

number of students eligible for free or reduced lunch in the school district over 
the total enrollment of the school district, expressed as a percentage rounded to 
the nearest hundredth of a percentage. Each of the figures in this ratio shall be 
from the October 1 Enrollment Report for the current fiscal year.  

 
7.02  For each school district, the number of students eligible for CPEP funds shall be 

calculated as the product of the total number of students enrolled in grades ten 
(10), eleven (11), and twelve (12) times the CPEP Index. The enrollment figures 
shall be from the October 1 Enrollment Report of the current fiscal year.  

 
7.03  The CPEP funding factor shall be equal to the statewide total number of students 

eligible for CPEP funds divided into the total amount of funds budgeted for 
CPEP.  

 
7.04  For each school district, the CPEP funds to be distributed to that school district 

shall be equal to the product of the number of students eligible for CPEP funds 
times the CPEP funding factor.  

 
7.05  The Department of Education may expend funds to implement assessment 

programs to assist in educational and guidance instruction.  
 
7.06  Districts are to limit the use of CPEP funding for those costs directly related to 

the proper administration of the service area site(s) such as, but not limited to, the 
following: administrative costs, stipends, instructional materials, site operational 
cost, etc.  

 
7.07  School districts cannot expend CPEP funds to purchase capital outlay items.  
 
7.08  The Department of Education may expend funds from this appropriation to 

implement assessment programs such as PLAN and EXPLORE to assist in 
educational and guidance instruction.  

 
7.09  Any balance of CPEP funds on hand in any school district or site at the end of the 

program shall be returned with End-of-Program Reports to the Arkansas 
Department of Education.  

 
8.00 Instructional Program  

 
8.01  It is the intent of this program to provide instruction in the areas of math and 

language arts. Each service areas site must provide all students who enroll with 
individualized plans for the summer enrichment program and their senior year of 
high school, individualized counseling, and other forms of assistance.  

 
8.02  Each service area site must select instructional materials which provide 

enrichment as well as reinforcement in basic skills.  
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8.03  Each service area site shall have the discretion to schedule the instructional day 

for no less than three hours with appropriate time for independent study. The 
length of the summer term shall be no less than twenty (20) days and no less 
than seventy-five (75) hours of instruction (Classes should be scheduled over 
a 25-day period.) If less than a 25-day program is operated, a waiver of the 25-
day period shall be requested in writing to the CPEP Director at the ADE. 
Waivers are granted based on no less than twenty (20) days of instruction and no 
less than seventy-five (75) hour of instructional time.  

 
8.04  Each service area site shall maintain, for auditing and monitoring purposes, the 

project director and participant records, teacher contract, and all details of the 
planned instructional program (i.e., master schedules, materials, curriculum, 
methodologies, etc.)  

 
9.00 Administration  

 
9.01 A local district, college or university, or regional service cooperative may be 

eligible to operate a service area site. Each service area site must identify the 
individual who will serve as project director. The ADE anticipates that the 
project director will be a local superintendent, college administrator, 
developmental program director or cooperative director. The project director 
should be a bonded official of the host agency. The ADE expects that the project 
director will currently hold a twelve-month contract with a local education 
agency; therefore, he/she will be ineligible for a salary position with this 
program.  

 
9.02 The ADE will encourage sites to accommodate students who have summer jobs 

and cannot forfeit the income from summer employment. Sites may hold CPEP 
sessions in the evening if they meet the requirements set forth in Section 8.03 of 
these Rules.   

 
9.03 Each service area shall mail the Project ACT answer documents to the 

appropriate vendor no later than the Monday immediately following 
administration of the test. 

 
10.00 Program Evaluation  

 
10.01  Following the summer program the individualized plan and progress report shall 

be provided to the students’ school counselors or other school representative for 
documentation. The Project ACT scores shall be reported to the ADE on the 
Student Data Form.  

 
10.02  Students who complete the five-week CPEP program successfully and enroll in 

senior year courses deemed to be appropriate for precollegiate preparation may 
have their senior year Project ACT test cost paid by the state .  

 
10.03  Each service area site will provide the ADE a list of students who enrolled in the 

program, were successful in completing the course study, and took the Project 
ACT.  Each service site area will maintain a list in a central location for 
monitoring purposes.  
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11.00 Program Evaluation  

 

11.01   
10.04 The Departments of Education and Higher Education will collect and 

analyze data on program participants to assess the impact of the program 
on improved pre-collegiate preparation. This data will include ACT scores 
for seniors who completed the program, college remedial placement 
status, and first-year college grades in core subjects.  

 
11.02   
10.05 The project director shall submit to the ADE an end- of-year program 

evaluation and accounting.  
 



Arkansas Department of Education Rules:  Rules Governing the College 

Preparatory Enrichment Program 

Public Comment Period:  November 12, 2009 – December 14,  2009 

Public Hearing:  November 23, 2009 

 

There was one person in attendance at the public hearing on November 23, 2009.  The 

following comments, with the ADE response below in italics, were made at the hearing: 

 

 Matthew Miller, Bureau of Legislative Research: “making the program 

 available to 11
th
 grade students…the statute only provides language allowing for 

 12
th
 graders and high school graduates.” 

 

 ADE staff explained that college bound 11
th
 grade students have been accepted 

 into the program in practice for several years, but only if there are available slots 

 after all 12th graders and new high school graduates have been accepted into the 

 program. Section 4.03 addresses documentation of recruitment efforts to fill the 

 spaces with rising twelfth graders and high school graduates.  

 

 Mr. Miller: “The proposed length of the summer term is set forth as being over 

 no more than five (5) weeks, but Ark. Code Ann. § 6-16-604 provides that the 

 length of the summer term shall be five (5) weeks.”  

 

 Section 8.03 has been amended to reflect the language of Ark. Code Ann. § 6-16-

 604. 

 

 Mr. Miller:  “What does “creative administration” in Section 9.02 entail? They 

 would still have to meet the criteria set forth in 6-16-604 regarding the length of 

 the summer term.” 

 

 ADE staff explained that this language referred to sites holding CPEP sessions at 

 night to accommodate students who work during the day.  However, language in 

 this section has been amended to remove the term “creative administration” This 

 section does not give a waiver of the requirements set forth in Section 8.03. 

 

 Mr. Miller: “Section 10.02 refers to all students who complete the CPEP 

 program having their Project ACT test cost paid by the state…the statute only 

 allows for the test to be taken during the senior year to be paid for by the state.” 

 

 The amendments to Section 10.02 were retracted because this section in the 

 current version of the CPEP Rules contains language consistent with Ark. Code 

 Ann. § 6-16-604(g). 

 

The following written comment, with the ADE response below in italics, was received by 

the ADE: 

 



 2 

 Mr. Mike Mertens, Arkansas Association of Educational Administrators: 

 “The term “creative administration in Section 9.02 is confusing and should be 

 more specific.” 

 

 As noted above, Section 9.02 was amended in response to this comment.   






